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Contact Your Local Area Convenor 

WELCOME! A sincere thank you to everyone who  
contributed to our successful AGM this year. Once again,  
it was a showcase for communities to display their work,  
projects and groups.  
We are also actively involved with Wexford Opera House on 
an exciting new project around the production of a  
community opera (page 7).  
   Well done to the members of the executive committee 
who undertook training programmes over the summer.  
   I am delighted that this past year has seen an increase in 
our membership and I would like to assure all new groups 
that we are here to help and support you. Do not hesitate to 
enlist the help of your area representatives who will be more 
that willing to assist your group. 
   I would like to acknowledge the invaluable support of the 
Office of the Director of Community and Enterprise to the 
work of the Community Forum and to the members of the 
Executive Committee and the Local Area Fora. I would also 
like to acknowledge the work of the outgoing committee 
members for their invaluable contribution to the Forum and 
welcome our new members.  
   Finally, as part of Social Inclusion Week, Community & 
Enterprise are working with the Community Forum and the 
Access Officer to promote the DVD, “Access for All”, which 
the Access Officer has developed.   
   The DVD will be launched on Monday, October 18, in  
Kilcannon Garden Centre at 7pm. There will be a free draw 
for a voucher for Kilcannon Garden Centre for all attendees 
on the night. 
 
Mary Farrell, Chairperson 

                                                                                           Autumn 2010 

Continuing to work 

on your behalf 
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EVENTS ROUND-UP 

THE Gorey Play Day on Saturday, July 31,  
in Gorey Community School was a great  
success. Aimed at boys and girls under 12, it 
promoted the value of play and showed how 
simple materials and activities can provide 
endless fun and enjoyment. It also aimed to 
promote children’s participation in outdoor play 
and, most importantly, to have fun.  
   Activities included Arts, Crafts, Games, 
Messy Play, Clowns, Climbing Wall, Circus 
Skills and a special visit from the Courtown 

Train. Everyone on the day was treated to re-
freshments, bubbles and a balloon! 

� Aquarium made from recycled materials 

Successful Gorey Play Day 

VOLUNTEERS from the Gorey area have been 

working with Wexford County Council to survey 

the coastal path in the Gorey Electoral Area.  

They have walked the coast line in sections, 

using available coastal path maps and noted 

areas where the path is overgrown, blocked or 

disappeared. Information on where the path is 

in good repair and accessible will be made 

available so that the local community and  

visitors will have more places to walk.  

   Over time, Wexford County Council in part-

nership with the local community will improve 

the existing paths and create better information 

and access points for them. 

 

� Volunteers working on the Coastal Path Survey 

Coastal Path Survey  Wexford Sub Aqua Club 

WEXFORD Sub Aqua Club’s member 
Stephen Smyth recently passed his Leading 
Instructor examination on Inishbofin island, 
Co. Galway. This represents the highest level 
of teaching and technical competence in the 
CMAS organisation. Stephen was presented 
with a diver’s helmet by members at the club-
house in Kilmore Quay. The club plans to run 
“Try a Dive” and train new members over the 
winter months. More details available on the 
club’s website, www.divewexford.org,  
wexfordsubaquaclub@gmail.com or by  
visiting their Facebook page.   

� Wexford Sub Aqua Club members with Stephen Smyth. 
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THREE Wexford Pride of Place nominees 
went under the judges’ watchful gaze on  
August 19-20. Judges Tom and Alison 
Dowling from Meath County Council were  
considerably impressed with the high standard 
set by the Wexford Groups. 

   Taghmon was nominated in Category 5 -  
(population 1000-2000). The local community, 
led by Taghmon Action Group (TAG), gave a 
detailed presentation of their work and the 
many organisations active in the village. TAG 
was established in 2002 to tackle local  
community development issues using the  
social partnership model.     
   Cornmarket Project was nominated for  
Category 8 (Community Response to  
Addiction). The judges met with staff,  
volunteers and supporters of the centre’s 
work. They also received some Pride of Place 
memorabilia designed by participants in the 
project.  
   The Cornmarket Project delivers services  
to some of the most socially excluded and  
vulnerable people in Co. Wexford. Support 
programmes are also available to family  
members of these clients.       
   Tomhaggard was nominated for Category 1 

(population of less than 200). The Pastoral 
Council Group showed the judges this lovely  
village which is steeped in history.  
   The Group prides itself on the upkeep of 
Tomhaggard Village and surrounds including 
the Church and grounds. In 2008 and 2009, it 
won awards in the “Keep Wexford Beautiful 
Competition” run by Wexford County Council.   
   Pride of Place is an all-Ireland competition 
organised by Co-operation Ireland, the cross 
border development organisation.  
   It is an opportunity for communities and  
services to show the valuable work being done 
in their own communities.   
   Winners will be announced at a gala event in 
Trim, Co. Meath on November 13. 

� Taghmon locals outside the Childcare Centre. 

� Staff in the Cornmarket Project. 

�   Members of the Community in Tomhaggard.  

Three Wexford jewels enter  

2010 Pride of Place competition 
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THE Department of Justice and Law Reform is looking for your feedback in its  
development of a White Paper on Crime.  

   To prepare for consultation meetings around the country in 2011, the Department is  
updating its contact list so it can reach as many community and voluntary bodies as possible.  

   If you wish your community and voluntary organisation to be included, please send  
your contact details to Fiachra Kennedy at whitepaperoncrime@justice.ie indicating that  

your group wishes to be contacted about the consultation meetings.   
   Contact details to include name of group/organisation, contact name, contact address,  

contact number and email address.   
   To learn more about the White Paper on Crime, please visit  
http://www.justice.ie/en/JELR/Pages/White_Paper_on_Crime  

 

Contribute to White Paper on Crime 

In the first of a two-part series, we outline 

the main components of an effective  

financial management system 

THE Board of Directors of an organisation  
is legally accountable and responsible for 
overseeing the financial affairs of that organi-
sation. This can include finalising the budget 
and financial reporting processes, monitoring 
income, approving expenditures, overseeing 
fundraising, and managing the organisation’s 
assets.  
   In overseeing the organisation’s financial 
affairs, the directors should exercise the 
judgment that a reasonably prudent person 
would use in handling his or her own funds. 
In an organisation this is achieved, in part, 
by having good financial controls in place.  
   The health of an organisation is shown in 
the state of its financial affairs. There are 
three main components in a financial  
management system including the budget, 
financial controls and procedures and  
financial record-keeping.  

The Budget 
The budget is the detailed plan for expected 
revenues and expenditures. It summarises 
how much money the organisation expects 
to receive as revenue. It also plans for how 
the money will be spent with respect to  
expenses and commitments. 
   Typical budgets cover a one-year period 
but the budget process is ongoing.  
   The staff and the board of directors must 
monitor the revenues and expenses, adapt 
to changing needs or circumstances, and 
allocate or re-allocate resources properly.  
   There are generally eight steps in the 
budget process. 1. List the organisation’s  
activities. 2. Determine the costs.  
3. Determine the revenues (incomes).  
4. Compare the revenue to the costs.  
5. Set priorities. 6. Balance the budget.  
7. Get budget approval. 8. Monitor the 
budget.  

Financial controls and procedures and  

financial record-keeping in next issue.  

 FEATURE  

Good financial management  
is vital for community groups 
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IF you’re interested in promoting mental 
health, a public meeting with be held on  

Monday, November 22, in the Riverside Park 
Hotel, Enniscorthy, starting at 8pm (exhibit 
stands from 7.30pm). The keynote speaker will 
be John Moloney TD, Minister of State for  
Disability, Mental Health and Equality. 
   The meeting is being organised by See 
Change. This is Ireland’s national programme 
working to positively change social attitudes 
and behaviour around mental health. It seeks 
a reduction of stigma and discrimination asso-
ciated with mental health problems, ensuring 
that everyone enjoys the same rights on an 

equal basis. The See Change vision is that 
every person in Ireland can be open and posi-
tive about their own and others’ mental health. 
   Everyone has a role to play in reducing 
stigma and discrimination. If you want more 
information on how you can become involved 
with the See Change programme, visit 
www.seechange.ie, email info@seechange.ie, 
or telephone 01 860 1620.  
   You can also find See Change on Facebook 
and Twitter.  

 HEALTH UPDATE  

NEARLY one million people aged over 60 live 
in Ireland today. Retired people are taking an 
ever-more active stance in their communities 
and none more so than the Co. Wexford Age 
Equality Network. 
   The main vision of this group 
is to promote age equality, “age-
friendliness” and a positive  
image of ageing locally in Co. 
Wexford.  
   Members come from local day 
centres, meals on wheels,  
active retirement groups, Family 
Resource Centres, community  
councils, voluntary groups and 
the Senior Citizens’ Parliament 
and is supported by Wexford  
Local Development (WLD).  
   Last year, the group took part in ‘Get Vocal’, 
a programme aiming to strengthen the voices  
of older people in Ireland by increasing their 
capacity to make themselves heard. 
   Co. Wexford Age Equality Network is  

advocating for a change in how older people 
are valued within the county. In April, over 160 
people attended a consultation session in  
Enniscorthy with Minister for Older People 

Áine Brady. During the Bealtaine 
Festival of creativity in later years, 
Minister Brady launched the Get 
Vocal project. Local political repre-
sentatives, including Senator Dan 
Boyle, Michael D’Arcy TD and Cllr. 
George Lawlor, were present at a 
public meeting in June, dealing  
specifically with the National  
Pensions Framework.  
   Through funding  under WLD’s 
National Rural Development  
Programme, the Network also  
delivers an Ageing With Confidence 

training programme. This places positive value 
on ageing and encourages people to get  
involved in their community. For info on joining 
the Network, log on to www.olderwexford-
.vacau.com or call WLD on 053 915 5864.    

See Change at public meeting on mental health 

Making Wexford ‘Age-Friendly’ 
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FREE Computer Learning in the Library  

for everyone over 18 years. 

Invest in yourself! 
There are tutors on hand to help. 
Just contact your local library - 
Bunclody 053 937 5466 
New Ross 051 421 877 
Wexford 053 912 1637 

For more information, contact www.wexford.ie/library 
or www.faslibraries.learnonline.ie  

Children’s Book Festival 

It’s Children’s Book Festival time again. 
Writers and illustrators are visiting all the libraries during October to meet their 

readers, talk about their craft and encourage the writers of the future.   
All events are free, so don’t miss out. 

Irish writers visit Fringe Programme 

 
Three great Irish writers will visit Wexford Town as part of 

the Library’s Fringe Programme.   
1.  Meet award-winning Claire Keegan on October 18 
2.  Colm Toibin will read from his new book of short 
 stories   
3.  Paul Murray, nominated for the Booker Prize, will  
           read from Skippy Dies   

 
Contact Wexford Town Library for details at 053 912 1637.  Book your places now! 

� Colm Toibin  � Paul Murray 

Enniscorthy Library 

ENNISCORTHY Library is working out of the 1798 Centre this year while the building on  
Parnell Road is being improved. With business as usual, the full range of library services  
are on offer six days per week and until 8.30pm on Thursdays. There’s the added bonus  
of free parking and a cuppa while you browse if that’s your fancy. T. 053 923 6055.  

The Library moves back to Parnell Road in the Spring. 

Stories from the Heart 

The Annual Storytelling season is on again this November. Look out for Sophie 
Snell from Derby in the UK. Sophie is our Storyteller in Residence this year and 
will be working throughout the county during the month. Find out more at 

www.sophiesnell.co.uk and www.storiesfromthehearth.ie. 

Wexford County Council  

Library Services 

Upcoming Events 
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OVER 50 people from Co. Wexford gathered 
in Wexford Opera House on September 4, to 
participate in a unique community event.  
   Representing 26 member groups of Co. 
Wexford Community Forum, they had  
registered their interest in the Learning and 
Participation project at Wexford Opera House. 
They received a wonderful insight to the world 
of opera and music theatre and participated in 
workshops with leading professionals. 
   A tour of the facilities at Wexford Opera 
House allowed participants to see festival 
preparations in action. For the first time ever, 
participants were allowed to walk on to the 
stage and set of Virginia, the opening  
production of the 59th Wexford Festival  

Opera. Thomas de Mallet Burgess, Director, 
People & Culture at Wexford Opera House; 
Kathleen Tynan, Royal Irish Academy of  
Music; and soprano Fiona McAndrew very 
quickly had them performing in operatic 
scenes, showing them how easy it is to  
become involved. They managed to prove that 
opera can be very accessible and fun! 
   Elsewhere, opera and theatre designer 
Monica Frawley shared her secrets of success 
with scale-models, design journals and  
fascinating stories.  
   As the first step in a broader project in  
community education and outreach at  
Wexford Opera House, this event was  
supported by the Community Forum and the 
Arts Department, Wexford County Council. 
Although dependant on funding, it is hoped 
Wexford Opera House will launch a  
programme of learning and participation  
activities across Co. Wexford, leading to a 
community opera production in 2013. This 
project is being supported by Wexford Local 
Development under the European Agricultural 
Fund for Rural Development: Europe investing 
in rural areas.  
   If you would like your group to be involved 
with this Community Initiative, email  
participate@wexfordoperahouse.ie 

 

 

 

 

Build a FREE website for charity — in 24 hours! 
24 The Web is a 24-hour web-design challenge, where teams of people build websites for a 
charity in 24 hours. The purpose is to highlight the importance of design, standards, content 

and process in developoing a site in a fun and challenging way.  
The event will take place from November 13-14. 

   Check out http://24theweb.com/charity for entry details. 

Community Opera initiative at Wexford 
Opera House proves a big hit  
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ALL roads led to Killag on July 
12 as the Annual Bannow & 
Rathangan Show took place. 
Visitors from all over Ireland 
were present along with  
volunteers from County  
Wexford Community Forum.  
   The Community Forum 
hosted a stand at the Show 
and gave out information  
leaflets and registration book-
lets to visitors on the Forum 
and its work in Co. Wexford. 

This proved very successful 
as a number of enquiries were 
made in relation to becoming 
a member of the Forum.  
   On the day, people were 
asked to complete a question-
naire about recreation in  
Wexford and the results will  
be used in the forthcoming 
Recreation Strategy.  
   Anyone who completed the 
questionnaire was entered into 
a free draw and the winners 

on the day were: 1st Prize, 
€100 One4All voucher, Mr 
Hanton, Saltmills, New  
Ross; 2nd Prize, €50 One4All 
voucher, Lal Pierce,  
Ballyhealy, Kilmore; 3rd Prize, 
€50 One4All voucher, Dermot 
Fox, Carrigmannon, Glynn. 
   Congratulations to all the 
winners. Thanks again to all 
who helped out and visited the 
stand and hopefully it will be 
as successful next year.  

THE Football Association of Ireland (FAI)  
AGM took place in Wexford from August 16-
21, kicking off with a very successful festival  
of football on August 16.  
   During the Festival, street activities in Gorey, 
New Ross and Enniscorthy were a great  
success with over 750 children taking part. 
Wexford’s street activities, unfortunately, were 
a victim of bad weather.  
   Wexford County Council and Wexford  
Borough Council welcomed the FAI with a 
civic reception in Wexford Opera House on 
August 19. 
   During the week, the FAI entourage visited 
26 clubs around Wexford to open new facilities 
and meet the people involved in the clubs.  
The FAI entourage included John Delaney, 

CEO; David Blood, President; and former  
international players Packie Bonner, John 
Aldridge and Ray Houghton.  

Festival of Football serves up a treat Festival of Football serves up a treat Festival of Football serves up a treat 

to mark FAI AGM in Wexfordto mark FAI AGM in Wexfordto mark FAI AGM in Wexford   

� � � � FAI chief executive John Delaney meets soccer club  

members with former Irish international Packie Bonner during 

the Festival of Football in August.  

Community Forum  

stand a great success at  

If you would like to highlight an activity or project in your community for inclusion in the 
Winter 2010 Newsletter, please contact Community & Enterprise, Wexford County Council, 

on 053 917 6550.  


